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LEARNING FOR THE FUTURE

Principal’s Report
Lions Youth of the Year
I was fortunate to watch two of our students compete in the Lions Youth of the Year competition on Monday. Hamish
Farnsworth and Hollie Munro both acquitted themselves very well during their speeches and received glowing praise
from the judges. Congratulations to them both.
Uniform Donations
We have a small store of donated uniforms at school for students who are finding accessing the uniform to be an issue. We are also on the lookout for any other school items that children might have outgrown. If you have items that
you no longer need in reasonable condition, please leave them at the front office.
Swimming
Congratulations to all of our swimmers at Thursday’s carnival in Swan Hill. We know how hard you have worked with
your training, and as always, will do us proud.
New Staff
We are lucky to welcome two new staff to the school. Renae Geaboc is a new face in our office and Sally Allan will
begin working in an Education Support capacity at the beginning of Term 2. We know they will both be a great asset
to our school.
VCE Sessions
Thank you to Miss Grant who organised a fantastic cluster VCE English day on Tuesday. We welcomed schools from
Murrayville, Werrimull and Manangatang to help better understand our English texts. A huge shout-out to our Parents & Friends Association for their catering which was as spectacular as ever.
Final Day Term 2
Our last day of term will be on Thursday April 1st. The day will run until the usual finish time of 3.15pm and buses
will run as usual.

Have a great weekend,
Fel Cua
Principal

We are happy to accept any second-hand
uniforms, including sports uniforms, at the
office.

Parents and Friends
P&F held their AGM and general meeting on Monday 15/03/2021. Thank you to those who attended and those who
sent apologies.
A very big thank you to our outgoing president, Megan Hastings.
We welcome our 2021 office bearers: President – Tamara Allender, Vice President – Fiona Latta, Secretary – Lauren
Wills, Treasurer – Carolyn Pengelly.
If any parents or friends of the school would like to join the P&F committee, we would love to have you. Keep an eye
on the newsletter and Facebook for upcoming meetings.
We have a position to fill for the catering contact person for Foundation/Grade 1. If any parent of either of those year
levels is interested, please contact myself or Tamara.
Many thanks to those who helped with our catering job on Wednesday. Containers can be picked up from the school
office.
We are looking forward to a great year at Ouyen P-12 College.
Lauren Wills
Secretary

JUNIOR LEGACY SPEAKING COMPETITION – SIGN UP TO COMPETE
The Legacy Junior Public Speaking Award is a national competition for students in State, Independent and
Catholic schools. It aims to enhance oral communication and public speaking skills of participating students and help build confidence as well as advance appreciation for the ideals of Legacy.

The Format: Each student presents a 5-minute Prepared Speech and 2-minute Impromptu Speech. A
warning bell is sounded at four minutes and then again five minutes.
The Prepared Speech can be any topic on any subject relating to the ideals of voluntary service, social justice, caring, personal effort, personal sacrifice and /or mateship.

Ouyen has been a proud participant in the past, with our competition being held in
Horsham. Students must be aged 12 to 14 years on Jan 1 this year. (They may have
turned 15 by the time of the competition.) If you are interested, please see Miss Grant
for more

School Dresses & Rugby Tops
Students in Years Prep—10 will have received, this week, order
forms for school dresses and Rugby Tops.
The Rugby Tops are for wearing during PE & Sport times only and
will be delivered early next term.
The dresses will hopefully arrive later in Term 3.
Money MUST accompany form (unless paying by EFT) and all
forms must be delivered to the office no later than Monday

29th March as orders will be placed on that day.

Lions Youth of the Year Competition
Well done to Hollie Munro and Hamish Farnsworth, who competed in the local Lions Youth of the Year Compeon. Both students prepared a 5 minute speech on a topic of their choice, and answered two impromptu 2 minute speeches. It was pleasing to see community members, friends and families support the students in the audience. Hollie’s
speech focused on increasing the minimum wage, whilst Hamish focused on the impact of COVID on farming communies. Both
students should be very proud of pu*ng themselves out there and trying new challenges.

Hollie Munro was the overall winner, as well as the Public Speaking winner for the evening. Congratulaons, Hollie!

Thanks also to Gary Manley for his organisaon and the Lions Club for hosng this event, and giving our students the opportunity to develop their skills for public speaking, interviews and leadership.

Year 12 Community Book Club
On Thursday 4th of March, the Year 12 English class held a Book Club session for interested community members to come along
and discuss the novel they are studying at the moment, Nine Days. This was a wonderful opportunity for students to consider
diﬀerent perspecves of characters, events, key scenes and what readers noce. They were able to ask quesons, and discuss
their ideas with a range of community members from all diﬀerent walks of life.
It was especially incredible to hear Mrs. Lyn Williams recount her childhood in Melbourne in the 1930s, which is when the novel
begins, and the similaries her life holds to the events of the novel. Thanks to Werner for travelling in and sharing his perspecves and ideas and thank you to Tracey Lawson and Yve Emonson, who brought in trinkets and artefacts, including an amethyst
pendant from Africa, photos and le:ers from World War II and war medals, which are all important objects menoned throughout the text. The students (and teachers) were in awe, and it’s certainly been a discussion point ever since.
There will be another opportunity for discussing Nine Days later in September, before the exam, to refresh the students’ memories, and a session in July to discuss The Dressmaker (the novel, NOT the ﬁlm). Stay tuned.

VCE English Study Day
16th,

On Tuesday March
our VCE English students participated in a day with presenter Ben, from The English Lab, and students from Manangatang, Murrayville and Werrimul. The day focused on developing
study skills, how to be motivated for study, essay writing and understanding and performing well in the
writing components of the GAT. Year 12s were also grateful to be able to discuss their creative writing and
novel with Ben before the day began, to gain another perspective.
It was pleasing to hear all students walk out being positive and stating what they had taken away from the
day.
Ben will be returning for two more days later in the year for the Year 12s, focusing on comparative skills,
their texts, Argument Analysis and preparing for the exam.
Thank you very much to Parents & Friends who catered the day – everyone agrees that Ouyen provides the
best meal you can get for days like this! You did a mountain of work and it was superb!

Ouyen P- 12 College Council
Meeting- Th e new Ouyen P-12 College Council met this week. We welcomed three new councillors.
Parent members: Stef Goodman and Lara Wakefield Student: Georgia Latta. We look forward to their input.
We do have a vacancy for a Community member, and will be seeking one more nomination from our staff
cohort.
Office Bearers: Raelene Vine – President; Rebecca Vallance – Vice-President; Toni Prentice- Treasurer; Felice Cua – Executive Officer. Lauren Wills – Minute Taker
Councillors will all take on roles on the four sub-committees of Buildings and Grounds, Curriculum and Policy, Well-being, and Finance.
We were presented with the Annual Report for 2020 – which reflects on the school’s performance during
2020, and the Annual Implementation Report for 2021 which outlines the main objectives for development
during this year, and the ways it is hoped to achieve those aims.
The SRC presented us with some safety ideas they would like to develop, their upcoming fundraising plans,
and some items they would like to purchase – all very worthy.
Builders will commence the next phase of the Shelter in Place works on the Community Centre for fire protection next week. The Buildings and Grounds group will meet next week to start compiling a list of needed
works to begin on.
Uniform supply/ access has been an issue for a while. Ideas were discussed to remove this problem – more
soon.
Engagement and well-being are key focus points – these were reflected upon, and plans outlined.
The new Council: Parents - Stef Goodman, Megan Hastings, Tim Mellington, Toni Prentice, Bree Scott, Bec
Vallance, Raelene Vine, Lara Wakefield; Students -Georgia Latta, Kylie Leviston; Staff - Tamara Allender,
Natasha Burns, Felice Cua, Melanie Grant; Community – Lauren Wills
Raelene Vine – President

Sheep Sale Roster
March 18th Workers
Raelene Vine
Cooks K ate Pole Rose Mellingto n Lois O’Callaghan
April 1st
April 15th

No Sale
Worker

Angela Greed
Cooks

Helen Searle Julie Barnard Brenda Murphy

The full roster is complete but with the typist – see next week’s newsletter!
Raelene Vine – Sheep Sale co-ordinator

