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LEARNING FOR THE FUTURE

Friday November 8th 2019

Term 4 Week 5

Principal’s Report

Diary Dates
October 30th—November 14th
VCE Exams
November 15th
Curriculum Day— STUDENT FREE DAY

Dear Parents and Friends
A short week this week with Melbourne Cup in the middle. I hope everyone had a great day and got
down to our Farmers’ Festival and enjoyed themselves in some great weather. On Wednesday our
Year Three and Four students set off on their school camp to Bendigo. Some great pictures have
already started to appear on our Facebook page.

November 12th

Public Speaking
Well done to all the Public Speaking students on Wednesday night. We have had some amazing
feedback. It’s always great to watch the skills of our students in competitive speaking events. Congratulations to Ava Wakefield, Sienna Hulland, Maya Scott, Caleb Farnsworth, and Dimity Birch. It
was great to hear you all speak. The juniors spoke about Values and they covered them in detail,
referencing heroes/heroines and personal experience, then backing them up with impromptu
speeches on ‘If I ruled the world’. It was great to hear all three speak confidently on equality.
The seniors motivated and stimulated thought and conversation on ‘Our rain forest’ and ‘Bees’.
‘Just Breathe’ Caleb Farnsworth. ‘35% of the worlds crops rely on bees’ Dimity Birch

School Council
November 18th—22nd
Year 8 Camp—Aldinga
November 21st—23rd
Push Carts
December 12th
P-4 Concert

Curriculum Day
Next Friday is a Curriculum Day for the students and teachers. No staff will be at the school on the
day. We will be working with schools in the Swan Hill group. This is a great opportunity for our staff
to see other schools to see how they run and how they use their own instructional models.

December 17th
5– 12 Presentation Evening
December 20th
Last day of Term 4

Coming school events:
•
Nov 15th—Curriculum Day (No students at school)
•
Nov 18—22—Year 8 Camp
•
Nov 21—Push Carts
School Reunion
On the weekend I had the privilege of taking two groups for a tour through the school. While there
were many a story told and smiles aplenty all ex-students enjoyed seeing some of the old school
which is the same and the new ways education has moved on from their times at school.

Doctor here
Wednesday Nov
20th

Daniel Nemtsas
Principal

Term 1 & 4
NO HAT, NO PLAY

Attendances Oct 28—Nov 1st
PREP

YR 1/2

76.43% 89.59%

YR 3

YR 4

YR 5

YR 6

87.89% 88.57% 82.31% 75%

YR 7

YR 8

YR 9

94.67% 93.57% 89.5%

YR 10

YR 11

87.65% 72.5%

Boys
We rocked up switched on and full of confidence. Coming into the games first up we
played Merbein. We batted well with Joel Grace and Jack Wisneske showing the way
with bat and ball and Jonty taking some absolute blinders in the field. It wasn't good
enough to get them over the line with Merbein hitting some big shots and being too
good.
Next up the boys versed Red Cliffs with Blake, Will, Caleb and Jai bowling tight overs.
The boys came out to bat full of confidence and smashing 12’s everywhere with Ben reverse sweeping one and
him and Sam running 8 off it from overthrows. The boys won comfortably.
After getting told by Mr Cua we were done for the day, we relaxed and watched the girls play their games.
We knew St Jo’s were waiting to play us so we went over and had a ball with, once again, Joel Grace, superb
with the ball and Jonty Pengelly just as good.
The highlight of the day would have to be Isaac ‘Blinder’ Scott taking a left hand diving catch claiming he
could do it again if he had the chance! Noticing on the way up someone had been shining the wrong side of
the ball, the boys went in to bat and batted well against a very strong team but couldn’t quite get over the
line.

Girls
Last Thursday some of the Year 8 girls went to the T20 school cricket competition. Everyone had fun all day.
The girls set up a rotation system so everyone got to have a go batting and bowling in
different orders and everyone had the opportunity to be Captain as well. Everyone was
very encouraging all day and had a lot of fun, especially in the game against Merbein
where there wasn’t a dropped catch and many 12’s were hit.

The University of NSW competition results are in!
Our school’s best result came from Sienna Hulland (Year 5) who received a Distinction in the Writing competition for
coming in the top 10% of students in Australia. Other excellent results include a Credit for Milla Searle (Year 8) for coming in the top 12% in the Writing competition, a Credit for Chloe O’Brien (Y ear 8) for co m in g in the top 17% in the
Mathematics com p etition, and a Credit for Ava Wakefield (Y ear 5) for com ing in th e top 27% in th e English co m petitio n.
Merits w er e aw ar d ed to Maggie Smith (En glish ), Sienna Hulland an d Mia Hulland (Math em atics), an d
Ava Wakefield (Sp ellin g B ee).
Participation cer tificates w er e aw ar d ed to the follow ing stud ents: Maggie Smith (Digital Tech nologies,
Mathematics, Science, Spelling Bee and Writing), Eliza Wakefield (English, Mathematics, Spelling Bee and Writing), and
Ava Wakefield (Math em atics and W r iting).
Congratulations to all students who took the opportunity to challenge themselves by entering these competitions that see
them go up against students from not only Australia, but other countries also. Certificates will be distributed to the students once they arrive. On these, information is provided to the students which allows them to access further details
about their individual performances.
Amanda Elliott
Competitions Coordinator

Ouyen PP-12 College Public Speaking Competition
On Wednesday night, Ouyen P-12 College hosted its own public speaking competition, for the second year running. There were
three junior participants (Years 5/6) and two seniors (Year 8 & 9) who each presented a prepared speech and then delivered an
impromptu response to a secret topic.
Thank you to those who came along to support our entrants. Congratulations to Maya Scott, Ava Wakefield, Sienna Hulland, Caleb
Farnsworth and Dimity Birch who all participated on the evening. Thank you to our Public Speaking & Debating Captain, Hallie
Wills, who chaired the evening, and to our community adjudicators Dean Jardine, Tracey Lawson, Jo Morrish and Deane (Spot)
Munro.
The event has taken place over lunchtime trainings where students developed their skills for impromptu topics, rehearsed their
prepared speeches and developed the ideas which they wanted to discuss. Spot also made an appearance for Monday’s lunchtime
training, practising impromptu skills with the students and providing feedback. It was great to see students so engaged and the
community getting involved in the extra-curricular programs we offer.
The adjudicators made note of the high quality of speeches the students presented, in particular their impromptu skills which has
been a focus in training this year, and the difficulty with selecting the winners when the competition was so close.
Results were as follows:
Juniors:
Winner – Maya Scott
Equal Runners Up – Ava Wakefield & Sienna Hulland (they really couldn’t split them!)
Seniors:
Winner – Dimity Birch
Runner Up – Caleb Farnsworth
Impromptu topics:
Juniors: If I r u led the w o rld...
Seniors: Is o n lin e sho pping a go o d thin g fo r r u r al com m u n ities?

Parents and Friends
Meeting – Plans are afoot for our final meeting of the year. With December evenings rapidly being filled by various events, we are
looking at the possibility of a lunchtime meeting, catered by the VCAL students. The date will be determined by the Early Start timetable and members will need to RSVP for catering purposes. Stay tuned.
Congratulations Con gr atulation s to o u r Bu sin ess Man ager , Mr s. Min Po o le, o n her electio n to the po sition o f Depu ty Mayor for Mildura Rural City Council. A great honour and role which we’re sure will be carried out with dedication and enthusiasm.
VCE/ Year 12 – best wishes to our Unit 3/ 4 students during this exam time. Do what you can.
The reward of a thing well done is to have done it.
Ralph Waldo Emerson 1803- 1882
Parents Victoria Conference – will be on November 18/ 19 this year at The Pullman [across from the MCG]. This year every Parents Victoria member school can send their first two delegates free to both conference and dinner! The theme is EVERYONE’S MENTAL HEALTH AND WELL-BEING MATTERS an d the keyno te speaker is An dr ew Fu ller . An dr ew is a
very experienced psychologist and presenter. He will present and lead discussion sessions on Identifying and Building Learning Strengths, an d From Surviving to Thriving: Promoting
Mental Health in Young People. An dr ew w ill also be par t o f a pan el discu ssio n, exam inin g r eal-life problem scenarios
from school settings.
Conference is always a valuable event – 2019 will be no different. Care to go? Contact Raelene 0407849174

YEAR 9 CAMP RUBICON 2019
MONDAY
At 8.30am on Monday October 28th, 17 Ouyen Year 9 and 14 Murrayville Year 9 & 10 Students head off to Rubicon camp.
With Snoopy driving the coach, we ventured via Manangatang to pick up 4 Manangatang Year 9 students to begin our Rubicon Cluster Camp adventure with the theme of “Challenge and Resilience.”
After a very short lunch stop at Heathcote the group continued on to Rubicon, arriving quite tired but excited at 3.30 p.m.
All technology devices were handed in as the students left the bus and we were met by several of the Rubicon staff and then
our leaders for the camp – Alistair, Sue and Kelto. The students were shown the dormitories and given a run down of the
camp rules and layout, before being split into the groups they would be in for the week. All were given a lunch box, drink
bottle, day pack, thermal shirt and rain coat to use for the week, whilst also getting to know their Rubicon leader and students from the other schools.
Night activities included a various quizzes and activities getting the students to work together as small teams.
TUESDAY
We were all woken up at 7a.m. by loud music the next day for exercises, breakfast and weather duty.
At 9am. all groups met to hear the environmental report before heading off for their first day of warm weather and challenging activities. Group A, led by Alistair, Mrs Lonergan and Lilly (trainee) was off to mountain bike riding, followed by rock
climbing and abseiling which saw several students tackle and overcome their fear of
heights. Group B with Sue, Mr. Merrit and Miss Bailey climbed and abseiled in the
morning and went mountain bike riding in the afternoon. Group C with Kelto, Mrs
Chaplin and Mr Morrish hit the white water on the Big River in inflatable canoes for
the day.
That evening we completed a variety of team activities and discussed the concepts of
resilience and methods of coping when faced with challenges.
WEDNESDAY
Another very warm day beckoned us as both Groups A and B prepared to head up
Mount Sugarloaf for a day of rock climbing, rock scrambling, abseiling and squeezing
through the cave. Group B headed off to complete the Mountain journey going up the
back way, whilst Group A ventured up the front of the mountain via the cave. We all
met at the summit where we had lunch and admired the 360 degree view. Many challenges were faced by the students as they climbed and scrambled over various rock faces on the journey up. Both groups
finished the trip down the back path
and finished off a hot day with a
swim in a creek on the way back to
camp. Group C spent the day mountain bike riding and rock climbing
and abseiling on the wall at camp, getting a wet down with the fire hose
as the temperature rose and made climbing difficult.
The night activity saw us watch a movie – ‘Losing sight of Shore”, a documentary that recounts the feats of the Coxless Crew, a team of four
women who rowed from San Francisco to Australia in support of two
charities. It highlighted the importance of resilience, which was discussed at intervals throughout the viewing.
THURSDAY
Another early start on Thursday morning saw students prepare for another day which pushed many of them beyond their
comfort zone. Groups A & B were together again today, tackling the white water rapids in inflatable canoes on the Big River
with several Rubicon staff, to ensure we were safe. With the weather close to thirty, there was plenty of splashing, with
many students and staff “falling” into the freezing water. Once we had tackled the final rapids we packed the rafts back onto
the trailer and headed back to camp. Group C decided to forfeit the Sugarloaf walk in the heat to complete a rock hop down
a river bed which finished with some swimming under waterfalls.
The final night saw us head up to the valley beyond the camp to complete a Night Hike as one big group.

FRIDAY
Friday morning was again an early one, as we had a full day ahead. We made our lunches and had to have our gear all
packed up before completing our last activity for the week. We listened to Adrian give a radio interview during breakfast
and then head out. We were all together today, but split into small groups to complete a number of challenges, physical
and mental around the campsite. We boarded the coach for the long trip home, with students from all three schools enjoying each other’s company, with lots of friendly banter occurring.
It was a great week of activities where students were asked to ‘challenge’ themselves and show ‘resilience’ and ‘coping
strategies’. We saw everyone push themselves to try new activities and recognize methods they can use to conquer their
fears. It was also fantastic to see our students show initiative and empathy for their peers throughout the week as well as
enjoy the company of the students from our Cluster schools.

RUBICON 2019 continued ...

