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Term 1 & 4 

NO HAT, NO PLAY 

Please text school mobile for all absences - 0488 470 929 

Diary Dates 

December 12th 

Year 9 Leaders and Mentors day 

P-4 Concert 

December 17th 

5– 12 Presentation Evening 

December 20th 

Last day of Term 4 

 

 

 

Principal’s Report 

Dear Parents and Friends, 

Thankyou to all families last week in suppor(ng the code red day. The school was 

no(fied late which meant we needed to send out communica(on to all families. It 

was great to see no one missed the messages and post on social media. Well done 

again to everyone. 

 

Last week we had the Year 8 students at Aldinga for their surf camp. Some great 

reports and stories where being told this morning about their adventures. We also 

saw our Year 5’s go on the annual adventure to Maryborough for the pushcart chal-

lenge. They did a great effort over the three days, not only represented themselves 

admirably, they also showed what great Ouyen students can do at a high level. I 

even heard back how great our team was by people who were not  connected to 

the school. Well done team. 

 

Thankyou and farewell 

I would like to  say thank you to Mr Tim Mellington for all his work this year and 

how he has gone about building his rela(onships with the students and community. 

Tim finishes with us this week as he is taking on a new Job with the Solar Farm. We 

wish him well and hope to see him again soon. 

Thanks Tim. 

 

Exams are just around the corner. This is a great opportunity for children to prepare 

for a pressure situa(on under test condi(ons. Not everyone likes exams, but it’s 

important all children learn the skills of how to perform in a test, as it’s a skill they 

will use for the rest of their life. 

Good luck everyone. 

Daniel Nemtsas 

Principal 



Dear Families, 

In Respectful Relationships, many classes are beginning the topic of 

“Positive Gender Relations.” 

Our aims are: 

to assist students to develop an understanding of the positive impacts of 

respectful gender relations 

to assist students to develop an understanding of the negative impacts of 

gender based violence 

to assist students to practise enacting skills to support positive peer rela-

tionships 

to assist students to identify and practise assertive and help-seeking 

strategies to keep themselves safe in situations involving gender-

based violence 

 

The program covers the use of the correct medical terms for body parts in-

cluding genitalia. Students will be involved in role-plays and stories that 

teach them to use “No! Go! Tell!” and revision of our help-seeking strategies.   

 

2020 Secondary Book and Stationery Lists 

 

Students in Years 7-11 will receive a stationery list and students in Years 9-11 
will receive an additional booklist this week to enable families to prepare for 
the coming year. Some students have indicated the wish to begin early start 
with the necessary equipment, so the early distribution of these lists will ena-
ble this. We do not expect students to have purchased their 2020 textbooks or 
stationery in time for early start, but some second hand texts as detailed on 
the list will be available after exams. The school encourages families to source 
second hand texts where possible to minimise costs and wastage.  

Respectful Relationships 



It is with regret that we must cancel the Arts Evening for this week, due to clashes with exams and sports in the community 

centre as well as student absences on camp immediately prior.  

To avoid further disappointment, we will reschedule an Arts A9ernoon (at lunch(me) to finish off the year with all of our 

planned items and displays. A date will be set as soon as we can consult with Luke and Joel. 

 

With thanks and sincere apologies, 

Mrs Shelley Woodall 

Performing Arts, 

Ouyen P-12 College. 

Early Start VCE/VCAL 2019 

The College’s Early Start program for VCE and VCAL students, will start on Monday December 2nd 2019. 

The program will be conducted over a week. This allows Year 11 and 12 teachers to spend more (me 

with their students and ensure they are fully prepared for the start of in 2020. 

 One of the greatest challenges for VCE/VCAL teachers is having the (me to cover the extensive course 

content in their subject. Being able to start the course in Early Start will take some of this (me pressure 

off and leave more (me for quality revision at the end of the year, par(cularly in Year 12 subjects. 

The work covered in class during the Early Start period will not be repeated when classes recommence 

in 2020. 

The Year 10s going into Year 11 in 2020 will also have one week of early start. 

The Year 11 into Year 12 and the Year 10 into Year 11 Early Start program will run from Dec 2nd to Dec 

6
th
. The program is for all VCE and VCAL students. 

This will mean the last official day for Year 11 and Year 10 students in 2019 will be Friday Dec 6
th
 as per 

Educa(on Department requirements. 

Marie O’Connor 

Year 11/12 Coordinator. 

Arts Evening 





Parents  and Friends 
 

Mee+ng – We are s(ll wai(ng confirma(on re the final mee(ng for 2019. Informa(on will go out asap. We will need RSVPs 

for catering purposes. 

 

Exam +me – Years 11, 10 and 9 are now well engaged in revision and exam prepara(on. We wish them well and trust 

they will reward themselves and their teachers with sound study habits and the ability to show how well they have 

been learning. 

Early Start -  is a valuable program for an array of reasons. Staff put much (me and effort into planning this essen(al 

learning and setup for the coming year. Please support your children’s prepara(on for 2020 with good aDendance and 

engagement in Early Start. 

 

Arts Evening -  we are privileged to have many students able to par(cipate in both performing and visual arts with 

very skilled teachers guiding their progress. I would encourage you to get to the Arts Evening to witness some fine per-

formances and view some fantas(c artwork on Wednesday evening.  
 

Camps – Thankyou to the staff for the great deal of (me given to taking our children to the various camps and excursions the 

school offers throughout the year – fun, adventures, new experiences, unscheduled changes, great memories, and a lot of 

personal learning are just some of the outcomes. It is appreciated. 

 

Congratula+ons – to Casey Mitchell [VCAL Intermediate] and Liam Vine [VET Automo(ve and SBAT] 

who were nominated for the VETDSS Excellence awards through the Sunraysia Careers Network. Both 

were worthy nominees and deserve praise for their achievements. We are fortunate to have staff who 

bring out the best in our students. Congratula(ons to Liam who was announced as winner of the VET 

Automo(ve award.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Parents Victoria Conference – was last week and was a fabulous event. Minister Merlino opened the 

conference and spoke of the DET’s plans to support educa(on throughout the State but, par(cularly, in rural and regional 

parts. Keynote speakers, Andrew Fuller and John Hendry were engaging and eloquent in their approach to the theme of  

EVERYONE’S MENTAL HEALTH AND WELL-BEING MATTERS. Andrew focussed on the brain and how one’s Learning 

Strengths inform how, what, and when we learn, no(ng that if the neuro development and learning strengths of stu-

dents aren’t understood by educators [and parents], children’s learning is impacted nega(vely; alternately – where 

educators and students are aware of the individual learning strengths and weaknesses, learning can be planned and 

structured to each child’s best way of learning and engaging with the world. A fascina(ng (me. John Hendry basically 

focusses on the absolute importance of kindness in our rela(onships. Students who experience kindness - no maDer 

their behaviour- learn beDer, are healthier, behave beDer, achieve more highly, and are able to change their behav-

iour beDer. All backed with study data. All presenters were well worth listening to. More next week.  

 

For the Children.  Raelene Vine – President 

Study desk designed and created by Emily Phillips, Year 11 Product, Design and Technology. 




